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“Putting the Pieces Back Together” Discussion Questions 
to Supplement Your Holocaust Educational Programming

Elementary School: For younger students the discussion can be focused on rebuilding from loss and destruction. Possible questions might include:

1. How did you feel when your younger brother/sister broke your new/favorite toy? How did your older brother/sister react when you played with/broke their stuff?
2. Can you ever put something back together after it has been broken?  Is it ever exactly the same?  Can it be better?  Can it be stronger? 
Middle School:  For slightly older students it is important to introduce into the discussion the concepts of hate and violence against others in addition to the idea of rebuilding from loss and destruction.  Possible questions might include:

1. What are some instances you can think of where someone you know was discriminated against for circumstance they couldn’t control (for example, race, family situation, religion, etc.)?  Have you ever treated someone poorly or differently for reasons that were out of their control?
2. After the end of WWII, how did the Jewish people “put the pieces back together”?
3. Can you ever put something back together after it has been broken?  Is it ever exactly the same?  Can it be better? Can it be stronger?
High School: High school students should have some familiarity with the Holocaust, and therefore can be asked to compare and contrast its event with other genocides that they are aware of in addition to the idea of rebuilding from loss and destruction.  Some discussion questions might include:

1. Do you know of other mass violence actions that have been sanctioned by the local governments, either before or after WWII.   (Some answers might be Native Americans, Cambodia, Darfur, Chechnya, Israeli/Palestinian conflict, etc.)
2. How might we try and prevent hate crimes and genocides from taking place in the future? Do you think that people can ever “learn from their mistakes,” or will genocide continue for as long as civilizations exist?
3. After the end of WWII, how did the Jewish people “put the pieces back together”?
4. Can you ever put something back together after it has been broken?  Is it ever exactly the same?  Can it be better? Can it be stronger?
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